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Networks are always useful because...

 they enable quick processes of learning by
exchanging ‘good practices’

 they enable the exchange of ‘tacit’ knowledge
which cannot be achieved by other means.

But results are only achieved when networks
work closely together on a common subject
because ‘learning by doing’ is the most
effective process of learning.
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What does the Commission expect of
Fast Track Networks?
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e Fast Track Networks focus on action

*They must go one step ahead from
exchange of ‘good practices’ to
Investments and implementation of
actions and delivery of improved
projects in each region.
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What does the Commission expect of *

FAST TRACK

Fast Track Networks? oo

* Active involvement of the Managing
Authorities (MAS) of the relevant
Operational Programmes

e Concrete deliverables (Regional Action
Plans) to feed the Operational Programmes
with qualified and better projects



What makes the Fast Track
Networks different?

 New creative ideas from regions and
from community policies are fed in and
tested by the regions

 The Commission works in partnership:
IN RAPIDE DG ENTR is in the lead but
DG REGIO, DG INFSO and DG RTD

are active as well.
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What makes the Fast Track (e
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* Peer review processes are established

All partner regions and the Commission
discuss openly and improve together the
projects developed.
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A few Fast
Track
Networks:
RAPIDE,
ERIK
ACTION,
B3 Regions,
PIKE....
Additionally

many
actions and
projects will

be signed by
MAs in 2010.
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With the RAPIDE In Action Conference
we are walking the extra mile...

 We will hear about the advance of
RAPIDE In devising creative methods to
bring innovative ideas to the market.

* \We are closing the circle by bringing
together the Managing Authorities in the
regions, the project developers and the
persons responsible for the Operational
Programmes in DG REGIO.



- European Union
=~ | Regional Policy

European Union
Regional Policy

Working together with DG ENTR

he Smart Guide to Innhovation-

Based Incubators (I1Bl)

February 2010

roreworu

The EU% Cobasion Policy has
heen supporting authorities and
stakeholders tc deliverinnovation
In their ragiens for many years.

Fremoting ncubation  and
growth of small innovative firms
is sirglec out In the EU2020
strategy, propesed by President
Eamoso, a5 ore of the ways of
craating value by Easing grewth
on krowledge.

Givzn the huge diversity of regions acrcss the EJ27, and
the great cemplexity of Innovation processes, we need to
gather forces for this task This guide shows that Commission
departments working togethercan mzke it happen and reach
alarger number cf IManzaging Authorities and staksholders.

It is an easy-to-read guide for those directly invohed with
delivering innovation in the regions - those who creste and
design the projects that make irnovative businesses strive,
that bring new entrepreneurs to the market place, and that
help to transformideas into ection.

We are proud that the European EIC Metwvork, launched in
the rrid 280s under Cohesior Policy, is now an independent
organisation globally recognised foritsexpertise inincubation
processes and the prevision of high quality services to
businesses and innovation. This guide owes much to their
existence.

We hope that you will find it a valuable tool for action.

/ UL Sty
Katarina Mathernowva

Deputy Diractor General

DG Regional Policy

Mew knowledce ard new ides
are creited every day aca
| Eurcpe.  Transfering thee

intc real innovation - a ne
economic activity that crean
Jobs and wealth - is facilitate
by supporting those that ha
been inspired by new ideas an
knowledge.

Business Incubators have a lon
histery in supperting resears
anddevelcpmentbased start-upsfromacademic and resears
institutes. But with the changing rature of Innovaticn, tl
incubators and the support services they provide must al
bz opanteo change.

Business incubationfor knowledge intensiva services orir tl
creative industries hastorespond o needs which aredifere:
from those for biotech companies. The case studies include
in the guide show this Immense diversity of creativity
seurce for innovation.

Goed incubztion services have to cover a broad rangz
innovation support ssrvices in the region and in Europ
Ever more start-up companies are ‘born-glokals; based onr
busines: idea that immediaely addresies zn intematior
market.

Theguice provides several 2xamples of how incubators actin
as networks successfully support ycung companizs to ma
the mos: of the opportunities ofered by tha EU.

Frangoise Le Zail
Ceputy Director General
CG Erterprise and Indusiry

The EC-Business and Innovation Centres (EC-BICs) ‘

http://ec.europa.eu/regional _policy/sources/docoffic/working/sf2000 _en.htm
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| Invite you to register to the RFEC
conference on 20-21 May In Brussels:
Building Sustainable Growth

Iding Sustainable Growth - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided

AT IE http:ffec. europa. eufregional_policyfconferences/sustainable-growthfindex_en. cfm?nmenu=2

Filew Edit \Wiew Fawvorites Tools Help

o %}'h‘ |mRegional Policy Inforegio - Regions For Economic Chan. .. |

rence | Brussels 20 - 21 May 2010

Regions for Economic Change

Programme
Registration
Practical information

Contact

| Conference Home

Overview

For the 2010 Regions for Economic Change conference — "Building Sustainable
Growth" we have adopted a new improved formula.

The conference is organised in three modules. You can choose to attend either one
module alone or any combination of modules yvou wish. This is to ensure that you can
attend only these conference modules which are of the most interest for you. You will
be able to make your selection through the registration system which will be
available in mid February 2010 together with the detailed program.

The conference purpose is to discuss key themes, to network and to exchange good
practices at regional level through cohesion instruments:

O Political discussion of key priorities

O In-depth discussion policy challenges and good practice

2 the importance of cooperation and of spreading good practice
At the core of the conference will be the political forum in the afternocon of the first
conference day. During the forum two high-profile key-note speakers will speak
about research and ICT and about climate change, respectively, and prominent

panels consisting of academics, European politicians and practioners will discuss
3bout the future of European reaional policy with a view towards the vear 2020.
i}
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| invite the Managing Authorities to participate in
the symbolic signature of the RAPs

RAP signed by MAs

e On the 20th May In
the morning

e Join the ceremony
attended by
Commissioner Hahn
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Thank you for your
attention
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